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Course Name: AP European History  

Length of Couse: 1 Year 
Credits: 1 Credit 

 
Course Description: 

Advanced Placement European History is a challenging course that is 
designed to be the equivalent of a freshman college course in a high 
school setting.  It is part of a cooperative endeavor by high schools, 

colleges, and the College Board to provide highly motivated students 

the challenge and opportunity to earn college credit during their high 
school careers.  The objective of this course is to increase the 

student's understanding of European history with a goal of having each 
student take and pass the AP European History Examination in May.  

The course (1450 – present) is divided into two semesters: 
Renaissance-Romantic Period; Post-Industrial Society-the 

present.  The unit areas will be studied from a variety of perspectives 
with the hope of providing a balanced view of history.  Solid reading 

and writing skills, along with willingness to devote considerable time to 
studying, are necessary to succeed.  Emphasis is placed on critical 

thinking skills, essay writing, and interpretation of original documents.   
  

Goals of the Advanced Placement Program in European History: 

In addition to providing a basic exposure to the factual narrative, the 
goals of this class are to develop:  

 An understanding of some of the principal themes in modern 
European history (Intellectual-Cultural, Political-Diplomatic, 

Social-Economic) 
 An ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and 

secondary historical sources in addition to memorizing, 
comprehending, and applying facts. 

 An ability to analyze historical evidence  
 An ability to express that understanding and analysis in writing   

    
Course Format: 

This class is a combination of lecture, individual reading, small group 
discussion, and large group discussion.  In order to have effective in-

class discussion students are expected, like a college history class, to 
spend a considerable amount of out-of-class time on reading/studying 

assignments.   
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Since the AP European History curriculum is so extensive, we choose 

to emphasize broad themes and make connections to various historical 
periods.  We do not cover every last detail; AP students are capable of 

mastering these facts on their own. 
 

We use items and essay prompts from released AP Exams as well as 
original items and prompts to help students write analytical and 

interpretive essays.  Students will write at least two full DBQ 
(Document-based question) and FRQ (Free-response question) and 

numerous essay outlines each semester. 
 

Major Themes: 
Semester One     

 The Crisis of the Later Middle Ages    
 European Society in the Age of the Renaissance   

 Wars of Religion    

 European Exploration and Conquest                  
 Absolutism and Consitutionalism 

 Toward a New Worldview   
 The Expansion of Europe     

 The Changing Life of the People    
 The French Revolution and Napoleonic Europe       

 Ideologies and Upheavals    
 Life in the Emerging Urban Society 

 The Age of Nationalism  
    

Semester Two  
 The West and the World 

 War and Revolution 
 The Age of Anxiety 

 Dictatorships and the Second World War 

 Cold War Conflict and Consensus 
 Challenging the Postwar Order 

 Europe in the Age of Globalization 
 AP National Exam      

 
Evaluation of Achievement: 

Quarterly grades will be broken down according into the following 
categories:  

Essays: 40% 
Tests: 40% 

Quiz: 10% 
Other: 10% 
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Q1 45% + Q2 45% + Final Exam ~10 % = Sem One Grade 

Q3 45% + Q4 45% + Final Exam ~10 % = Sem Two Grade 
 

District Grading Scale. A= 100-90, B=89-80, etc. 
 

Attendance Expectation: 
Students are expected to consult with the instructor before planned 

absences. 
Gross absenteeism will result in a conference with instructor, guidance, 

administration, parents, and student. 
 

Academic Integrity: 
Academic Integrity will be taught and modeled throughout the entire 

course.  Students are expected to do their own work.  Students are 
also expected to do honest work. No plagiarism.  

 

After the Exam: 
Our philosophy on post AP exam activities is simple; since we put the 

students through an eight month boot camp in European history the 
last few weeks of class should be a little more relaxed.  Students will 

watch and discuss a few historical movies that they might not 
otherwise view on their own.  Also, students will create a 4th quarter 

project.  This “visual” project can take on a variety of forms such as 
artwork, video, family tree, pie chart, etc.   We will discuss this in 

further detail after the stress of the exam is over. 
 

Resource Requirements: 
Textbook Reading:  McKay, A History of Western Society, 10th edition. 

Website for Textbook: 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/mckaywest10ehs 

 

Optional, (but highly encouraged) Material: 
1. Review book (Princeton, Strive for a Five, etc.) 

2. Sparks Notes 
3. Textbook Reading:  R.R. Palmer et all., A History of the Modern 

World tenth edition 
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Marshfield High School Grading Guidelines for Summative Work 

 
1. A minimum of 2 formative assessments must be given and 

scored with students earning over 70% before the student may 
take the summative. 

 

2. Students who do not take the summative the day the rest of the 
class, does due to an unexcused absence, may be deducted a 

percentage for taking the test late.  Example, the best you can 
earn day 1-90%, 2-80%, 3,4,5-70% 

 
3. Students have 5 days to take the summative past when the rest 

of the class did and on the 5th day the student may be given 
only up to 70% for taking it late and may be given and 

alternative assessment for taking it late as well.  They have also 
forfeited their retake possibility if all 5 days are used.  If the test 

is not complete or project not turned in a student may earn a 
zero.  It is recommended to use class time that 5th day to finish 

whatever the student can on that 5th day to avoid a zero. 
 

4. Students who do not pass the summative at 70% need to retake 

the summative, and this needs to be done within 5 days of the 
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summative being returned, and should be done within 2 days.  

Teachers will determine what the remediation is, but the 
maximum grade on the retake is a 70%.   

 
5. Teachers need to do all they can to enter grades in Skyward the 

same day they hand back summative work to students.  We are 
working with Skyward to have an automatic e-mail sent every 

time a student earns below a 70%.  Students who do not take 
advantage of the retake this should be noted in Skyward. 

 
6. Teachers also need to contact home and guidance after multiple 

retakes have occurred, especially early in the year, and 
determine if the student is in the right class.   

 
 


